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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-4 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. There is no technological innovation involved 
in the steps as they could be accomplished merely by talking between translators. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US PAT 
6,275,789 to Moser et al. (Moser). 

As to claims 1 ,7 and 13, Moser discloses a computer apparatus for translation 
that receives a plurality of words for translation (data entry device 14), identifying the 
context associated with the words (col 35, lines 3-14), translating the words based on 
context (claim 2, section (f)). 
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As to claims 2,8 and 14, Moser discloses matching the words with a 
predetermined set of translated words (claim 1, section (d). 

As to claims 3,9 and 15, the predetermined words are selected based on context 
(claim 1 , section (g)). 

As to claims 4,6,10,12,16 and 17, the context is shown to be in a particular 
industry (col 34, lines 3-5 and further clarified in table 8 in col 20) and further, the words 
are shown to be technical words (table 8, such as words in "chemical/material" and 
"physics" and "botany"). 

As to claims 5,1 1 and 17, Moser discloses the device as using a network (fig 7). 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-4, 7-10 and 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by "Searchers Tap Into Dead Sea Scrolls Computer Said Able to Recast 
Documents" by Wilford (Wilford). 

As to claim 1 , the Dead Sea Scrolls were translated by receiving a plurality of 
words to be translated (those languages on the scrolls that were unknown), identifying a 
context associated with the words (they were all on the scrolls), translating the words 
based on the identified context (they were translated because they were on the scrolls). 
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As to claim 2, they were able to be translated because they were matched with a 
predetermined set of words (those on the scrolls that were in a known language). 

As to claim 3, they were selected based on the identified context. 

As to claim 4, the context included a particular industry (archaeology). 
As to claims 7-10 and 13-16, as Wilford discloses translating the scrolls using a 
computer, the use of computer codes and computer logic would be used in the 
translation process. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 

USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 5,1 1 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Moser. Moser discloses a method of translation as discussed above. Moser does 

not, however, teach receiving the words via a network. As Moser uses a computer and 



Application/Control Number: 09/748,606 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3629 

further, as it is very well known in the art to connect a computer to the Internet, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the system as disclosed 
by Moser by receiving the words over a network to try to ensure that the proper words 
are inputted as receiving them over a network would only require them to be entered 
once instead of each time someone tries to do a translation. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. US PAT 6,546,365 to Gajda et al., Gajda et al. disclose a method 
and system for translation using a table with translated words (title), Japanese patent 
JP10031672A to NEC, NEC discloses a translation program that uses a particular 
context (names) and further includes a predetermined set of translated words (the 
names). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael J Fisher whose telephone number is 703-306- 

5993. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-5:00pm alt Fri. off. 

f 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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E SEARCHERS TAP INTO DEAD SEA SCROLLS COMPUTER SAID ABLE TO RECAST 
DOCUMENTS 
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TEXT: 

NEW YORK - Researchers using a desktop computer say they have broken the 
grip a coterie of scholars has held for 40 years on the Dead Sea 
Scrolls , one of the great finds of biblical archaeology. 

The scholars have published transcriptions of less than half of the 
scrolls and have allowed only limited access to the rest. The scrolls, 
containing accounts and insights into the history of Judaism and the 
origins of Christianity, have long tantalized researchers who have sharply 
criticized the slow pace in publishing transcriptions and translations 
of them. 

But in what amounts to an end run around the scholarly blockade, two 
researchers at Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati devised a computer 
program that used a listing of all the words in one collection of scrolls 
to reconstruct part of the original text. 

The listing, called a concordance, is organized like a dictionary, 
listing every use of every word that appears in a text, identifying the 
places where the word is found and also giving the context in which the 
word is used. Similar concordances have been prepared for most of the texts 
found in 11 caves near the Dead Sea in 1947, and the computer method could 
theoretically be used to produce texts from other unpublished scroll 
material as well. 

In announcing the publication at a news conference in New York, Hershel 
Shanks, president of the Biblical Archaeology Society, said the first 
volume contained no historical or theological "bombshells." Instead, he 
said, its significance lay in the publication itself. 

"We've broken the monopoly," he said, referring to the small group of 
editors who have controlled the study and publication of scroll material 
over the last 40 years. 

These editors and other scholars working directly on the documents 
cautioned that this reconstructed text would be highly unreliable for 
research and even questioned the ethics of using other people's work on the 
concordance to produce such texts. They also said they were speeding up 
their own research and that the official versions of these scrolls should 
be available by the end of the decade. 

But the researchers said comparisons of some previously published 
sections with the same sections generated by the computer indicated the 
computer version is remarkably reliable. 

The material the society issued Wednesday is the first of at least five 
volumes in "A Preliminary Edition of the Unpublished Dead Sea Scrolls 
. " The volume is a transcription of historical accounts and religious laws 
and practices and calendars of religious holidays presumably written by 
monks of the small Jewish sect known as the Essenes at about the time of 
Jesus. The reconstructed account is in the original Hebrew. 

"As far as we know, no ancient text has ever been reconstructed by 
computer, " said Dr. Ben-Zion Wacholder, professor of Talmudic studies at 
Hebrew Union College and one of the researchers who compiled the 
reconstructed version. He was assisted by Martin Abegg Jr., a graduate 
student and a computer specialist. 

But Dr. Frank Cross, a scholar at Harvard Divinity School who has worked 
with the scrolls since the 1950s, said in a telephone interview that the 
publication of these unauthorized versions, which he described as 
"pirated, " would have no effect on the pace and publication schedules 
involving the actual scrolls. 



He defended his colleagues from the frequent charges of undue secrecy 
and procrastination, mentioning the difficulties of working with documents 
that are mostly fragile fragments of parchment. 
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